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PRAYER 

Ruler  and  Judge  of  all  Earth  !  This  day  we  draw  nigh  unto  Thee  to 
render  Thee  thanks  for  Thy  abundant  goodness  and  loving  kindness  shown 
ever  anew  in  truth  and  faithfulness  unto  Thy  children,  the  sons  of  man. 
Thou  appointest  over  them  shepherds  and  leaders  in  every  generation, 
men  who  would  bring  them  to  righteousness  in  singleness  of  heart  and 
through  the  cunning  of  their  hands  enlarge  peace  among  the  children  of 
their  day.  Of  Thy  own  spirit  Thou  impartest  to  Thy  chosen  ones  endow- 
ing them  with  strength  and  wisdom  to  teach  and  guide  the  people  and 
show  them  the  ways  of  justice  and  equity,  and  point  out  to  them  the  paths 
of  rectitude.  Yea  from  the  womb  Thou  didst  call  to  be  Thy  servant 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  order  to  set  him  among  the  princes,  among  the  most 
distinguished  and  elect  in  high  station.  Great  dower  of  spiritual  insight 
didst  Thou  lend  him  and  in  Thy  truth  didst  Thou  lead  him  to  his  duty. 
Thou  didst  open  his  ear  that  he  heard  the  cry  of  the  enslaved  and  his  heart 
didst  Thou  fill  with  understanding  and  tenderness  so  that  he  had  com- 
passion on  the  poor  and  needy.  His  tongue  didst  Thou  flame  with  learning 
and  the  style  of  one  skilled  in  lettering  burning  truth  didst  Thou  place  in 
his  hands.  Thou  didst  call  him,  from  a  lowly  cottage,  from  where  the 
brushes  of  the  unfilled  soil  held  undisputed  sway,  to  place  him  at  the  head 
of  all  the  people  of  his  land,  this  blessed  land  of  ours.  Thou  didst  raise 
him  up  from  his  lowliness  that  he  might  become  the  undoer  of  the  plottings 
of  evil  and  send  forth  into  liberty  millions  of  men  held  in  bondage.  Thou 
madest  him  the  captain  of  a  valiant  host  to  wage  the  battles  for  the 
righteous  cause  that  love  and  mercy  might  event  from  the  combats'  bitter- 
ness and  union  among  the  dwellers  in  this  land  might  not  come  to  disas- 
trous end.  A  sign  and  marvel  he  to  men  of  many  peoples  and  various 
tongues,  his  name  is  enwrapped  in  glory  symbol  of  hope  for  uncounted 
thousands  of  oppressed,  an  incentive  for  them  that  would  serve  Thee  in 
the  Temple  of  freedom,  Thy  choicest  gift  to  man.  And  to-day  in  our  re- 
joicing in  the  greatness  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  man  chosen  for  banner- 
bearer  from  among  ten  thousands  and  millions,  we  assembled  to  proclaim 
his  mighty  deeds  to  the  people  he  saved,  praise  Thy  name,  oh  Thou  our 
Creator,  and  from  the  innermost  depths  of  our  hearts  we  render  Thee 
thanks.  In  his  life  we  received  from  Thy  hands  blessings  unmeasurable 
for  through  this  Thy  servant  Abraham  Lincoln,  we  entered  into  fuller 
possession  of  liberty,  the  patrimony  of  humanity  which  through  this  leader 
sent  unto  us  by  Thee  was  enriched  so  wonderfully.  Thou  didst  appoint 
him  unto  us  for  eyes  and  in  his  foresight  this  great  people  of  his  found 
safety  and  was  rendered  secure  in  grave  danger  and  dire  distress.  Thy 
great  name  be  praised  from  now  on  until  all  eternity  and  the  memory  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  shall  endure  among  us  as  a  source  of  blessing  for  all 
time  to  be,  yea  unto  the  latest  born  of  men,  for  while  in  the  flesh  in  this 
land  he  was  tower  of  strength  and  shield  and  sun  to  all  of  this  nation  and 
the  lovers  of  righteousness  and  liberty  throughout  all  the  lands. — Amen. 
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